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Wakefield  Road, 


Stalybridge. 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee . 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  upon  the  Sanitary 
Conditions  in  Stalybridge  during  the  year  1505,  along 
with  statistics  of  the  Births  and  Deaths  and  Disease 
incidence  in  the  borough. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  J.  HANCOCK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Jan.  23rd,  1506. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  December  30th,  1905. 


The  Municipal  Borough  of  Stalybridge  comprises  3,137 
acres,  and  is  divided  into  lour  Wards 

Lancashire  Ward,  with  an  estimated  population  of  6, 1S0 
Stayley  Ward  ,,  „  11,069 

Dukinfield  Ward  ,,  ,,  8,232 

And  Millbrook  Ward  „  ,,  3,155 

Along  with  the  neighbouring  Boroughs  of  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  Dukinfield,  and  Mossley,  Stalybridge  is  well  supplied 
with  an  abundance  of  pure  water  from  extensive  reservoirs, 
which  have  a  holding  capacity  of  close  upon  900,000,000 
gallons. 

The  older  portions  of  the  Borough  are  now  well  sewered, 
and  extensions  are  constantly  being  made  into  the  more  out¬ 
lying  country  portions  of  the  town.  The  sewage  is  disposed  of. 
along  with  that  of  Dukinfield,  at  Outfall  Works,  situated  at 
Bradley  Hurst,  in  the  township  of  Dukinfield.  The  method  of 
treatment  is  by  chemical  precipitation,  sedimentation,  and  land 
filtration  upon  an  estate  of  63  acres  in  extent,  and  generally  the 
effluent  has  been  found  to  be  ot  a  fairly  satisfactory  character, 
except  during  dry  seasons,  when  the  sewage  is  concentrated, 
and  a  more  unfavourable  effluent  has  been  the  result.  The 
average  amount  of  wet  sludge  removed  from  the  sewage  is  no 
less  than  1100  tons  per  month,  which  otherwise  would,  and  at 
one  time  did,  find  its  way  into  the  river,  polluting  the  stream, 
and  causing  it  to  be  described  as  “  little  better  than  an  open 
sewer,”  a  description  which  I  think  can  scarcely  now  be  applied 
with  justice. 
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The  chief  industry  of  the  town  is  cotton  spinning  and 
manufacturing,  though  numerous  other  industries  are  success¬ 
fully  carried  on,  such  as  iron  and  brass  works,  calico  printing 
and  bleach  works,  woollen  mills,  and  other  minor  industries, 
but  under  conditions  not  specially  injurious  to  health. 

The  people  are  on  the  whole  well  housed,  though,  as  may 
be  expected  in  an  old  town  such  as  Stalybridge,  there  are  still 
some  slums,  but  these,  I  hope,  will  in  time  disappear,  as  have 
many  already,  in  the  course  of  the  town’s  development  and  im¬ 
provement,  the  people  of  necessity  removing  to  better  quarters. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  town  is  still  on  the  privy  ashpit 
system,  but  of  recent  years  rapid  strides  have  taken  place  in  the 
conversion  of  privies  into  either  waste  water  or  town’s  water 
closets,  with  receptacles  for  house  refuse,  and  these  conversions 
have  mostly  taken  place  among  the  worst  types  of  privy  ash¬ 
pits. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  both  midden  and  house  refuse 
are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department,  with  a  few  excep¬ 
tions,  where  the  work  is  done  by  or  through  the  owners,  but  I 
trust  that  before  long  we  may  have  the  whole  of  this  work 
relegated  to  its  right  and  proper  sphere — the  Sanitary  Depart¬ 
ment.  At  the  present  time  we  have  no  means  ot  disposal  for 
the  refuse  other  than  “tipping,”  and  as  seveial  of  our  “tips” 
are  almost  full,  and  at  times  themselves,  however  well  kept, 
become  a  nuisance,  my  Council  rejoice  to  think  they  may  now 
proceed  with  the  erection  of  their  long-desired  Destructor,  for 
which  they  have  but  recently  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

The  Destructor  about  to  be  erected  will  be  a  five-celled 
furnace  of  Heenan  and  Froude’s.  with  all  the  latest  improve¬ 
ments,  and  of  its  utility  I  shall  be  able  to  speak  in  my  next 
annual  report. 


Births ,  Deaths  and  Disease  Incidence  in  the  Borough . 

During  the  year  ended  Dec.  30th,  igo5,  the  number  of 
Births  registered  in  the  Borough  was  712  ;  of  these  362  were 
males  and  350  females. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  24*86,  being 
rib  per  i,coo  higher  than  during  1904. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  was 
489  ;  of  these  244  were  males  and  245  females. 
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The  death-rate  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  was  17-0.  being 
the  lowest  death-rate  ot  which  I  can  find  record  ( i.e .,  for  the 
past  25  years),  and  being  i*6  per  1.000  lower  than  during  1904. 

In  the  respective  wards  the  birth  and  death-rates  are  as 
follows  : — 

Birth  Rate.  Death  Rate. 

Lancashire  Ward  .  25^4  .  16-5 

Stayley  „  223  .  15-2 

Dukinfield  „  29-0  .  2ri 

Millbrook  ,,  21-2  .  14-2 

Fifty-three  deaths  were  recorded  from  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases,  giving  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  1-85  against  a 
rate  of  3*9  during  1904. 

The  death-rate  per  r, 000  of  the  population  is  from  Phthisis 
o-95,  and  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  3'87- 

Infantile  Mortality. 

During  the  past  year  126  infants  died  before  attaining  the 
age  of  one  year,  giving  a  rate  of  177  per  i,ooo  births  registered, 
which  is  considerably  below  the  average — 212 — of  the  preceding 
ten  years. 

For  the  respective  wards  the  following  are  the  rates  of 
infantile  mortality  : — 

1905.  J904. 

Lancashire  Ward  .  134  .  210 

Stayley  „  182  .  234 

Dukinfield  ,,  192  .  201 

Millbrook  ,,  149  .  100 

Marasmus  (wasting),  convulsions,  and  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  account  for  most  of  the  deaths  of  infants  under  the 
age  of  one  year,  and  next  to  these  causes  we  find  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  adding  heavily  to  the  list. 

These  causes  tell  their  own  tale,  the  one  set  being  mainly 
dependent  upon  improper  feeding,  the  other  set  upon  exposure 
to  cold. 

In  a  district  like  Stalybridge  it  is  difficult  to  counteract 
these  causes,  for  in  many  instances  the  mother  must  needs  go 
out  to  the  mill  or  elsewhere  in  order  to  assist  in  maintaining 
the  family.  The  infant  is  then  brought  up  on  artificial  foods  of 
great  variety  and  frequently  ill-prepared,  and  in  many  cases  it 
is  taken  from  a  warm  bed  and  carried  through  the  morning  air 
to  its  guardian  for  the  day,  only  to  be  brought  home  again 
when  the  day’s  work  is  over. 
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A  few  years  ago  a  leaflet  of  “  Instructions  upon  the  Feed¬ 
ing  and  Management  of  Infants”  was  issued  by  the  Sanitary 
Committee  and  distributed  by  the  Registrar  whenever  a  birth 
was  registered,  and  public  attention  has  on  several  occasions 
been  called  to  the  matter  at  the  meetings  of  the  Council,  from 
which  I  think  some  good  has  resulted,  though  I  am  convinced 
that  it  is  only  by  getting  parents  and  guardians  to  recognise 
their  grave  responsibilities,  so  that  they  are  fully  alive  to  the 
extreme  care  which  an  infant  needs  during  the  first  year  ol  its 
existence,  that  we  shall  succeed  in  warding  off  those  illnesses 
which  prove  so  very  fatal  to  them. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

In  1891  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
and  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  were 
adopted,  and  during  the  past  year  144  cases  were  notified,  and 
14  deaths  took  place  among  them. 


Small  Pox . 

Number  of  Cases  Number  of 
Notified.  Deaths. 

.  II  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

Diphtheria  and 
Croup  . 

Membranous 

6 

Typhoid  Fever 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

.  23 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

.  2 

2 

144 

14 

Whenever  infectious  cases  are  notified,  full  enquiries  are 
made  by  both  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself;  all  needful 
instructions  are  given  and  precautions  taken  to  prevent  any 
further  spread  of  the  disease;  and  any  sanitary  defects  are 
noted,  and  steps  taken  to  remedy  the  same. 

Whenever  it  is  advisable,  the  Librarian  is  informed,  so  that 
the  issue  of  books  to  the  infected  family  may  be  temporarily 
stopped,  and  any  books  which  have  become  contaminated  are 
taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  destroyed.  Thirteen 
books  belonging  to  the  Library  have  during  the  year  been  thus 
destroyed  and  replaced  at  the  expense  of  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee.  Heads  of  schools  are  also  similarly  notified,  so  that 
children  from  infected  homes  may  not  be  admitted. 
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As  regards  Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious 
Diseases,  the  Borough  was  never  better  supplied  than  it  is 
to-day,  for  not  only  have  we  ample  accommodation  for  small¬ 
pox  cases  in  conjunction  with  Ashton-under-Lyne  and  other 
neighbouring  districts  at  the  Joint  Board’s  Smallpox  Hospital 
at  Hartshead,  but  also  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  Authorities 
have  generously  agreed  to  admit  to  their  Borough  Hospital  for 
•  Infectious  Diseases  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  ofTvphoid  Fever 
from  our  Borough  at  certain  fixed  charges,  but  I  trust  that  in 
due  time  a  general  Infectious  Hospital  may  be  established  at 
Hartshead,  where  there  is  scope  for  isolation  blocks  for  all  the 
various  diseases  which  need  such  treatment. 

Of  the  n  Smallpox  cases  four  appeared  in  January,  while 
the  other  seven  were  notified  during  the  last  two  weeks  of 
December,  and  these  form  the  subject  of  the  following  report, 
which  was  requested  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  Ihe  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

On  December  22nd,  1905,  Mrs.  N.,  of  119,  Wakefield 
Road,  Souracre,  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Smallpox. 
She  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  the  attack  was  ot  but 
a  mild  character. 

Although  careful  enquiries  were  made  as  to  her  where¬ 
abouts  during  the  preceding  fourteen  days,  no  information 
could  at  the  time  be  gleaned  as  to  how  she  had  contracted  the 
disease. 

She  was  promptly  removed  to  the  Joint  Board’s  Smallpox 
Hospital  at  Hartshead,  and  the  same  evening  I  visited  the 
house  to  re-vaccinate  the  inmates,  when  I  found  Allen  N.  (8), 
son  of  Mrs.  N.,  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  while  his 
uncle,  Robert  N.  (brother-in-law  of  Mrs.  N.),  was  just  com¬ 
mencing  with  the  disorder.  The  following  morning  both  of 
them  were  removed  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  other  members  of  the  family,  Mr.  Wm.  N.  (husband), 
Ralph  (son),  and  Lizzie  (daughter)  were  at  once  vaccinated, 
the  infected  bedding  and  contaminated  clothing  (other  than 
what  could  be  disinfected  and  washed)  were  removed  and 
destroyed,  Ihe  house  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and  the  in¬ 
mates  quarantined  at  home  and  kept  under  close  observation 
for  the  next  fourteen  days,  with  the  result  that  no  further 
spread  of  the  disease  took  place. 
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A  Miss  H.,  a  neighbour,  who  lived  alone  close  by,  and  who 
had  assisted  in  the  house,  had  her  clothing  disinfected  and 
washed,  was  herself  re-vaccinated,  and  continued  to  attend  to 
the  needs  of  the  family,  though  she  also  was  kept  under  close 
observation,  but  developed  no  trace  of  the  disease. 

Mrs.  N.  and  her  son  Allen  were  discharged  from  the 
Hospital  on  January  6th,  1906,  and  Mr.  Robert  N,  on  January 
17th,  1906. 

On  Tuesday,  December  26th,  1905,  Dr.  Bishop  informed 
me  that  Mrs.  H.,  of  3,  Shepley  Street,  was  suffering  from 
smallpox.  With  him  I  visited  her  home,  and  found  both  Mr. 
and  Mrs  H.  suffering  from  a  mild  attack  ol  smallpox.  Both  of 
them  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy. 

Only  their  son  Edwin  (8)  lived  with  them,  and  he  had 
gone  an  errand.  We  waited  for  his  return,  and  at  once  saw 
that  he  was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease. 

All  three  of  them  were  promptly  taken  away  to  the  Small¬ 
pox  Hospital,  the  beds  were  removed  and  destroyed,  the  whole 
of  the  house  was  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  charge  of  the 
house  was  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  until  the  family 
could  return. 

Mrs.  H.  and  her  son  were  discharged  on  January  6th,  1906, 
and  Mr.  H.  on  January  nth,  1906. 

In  each  of  these  two  families  the  disease  first  attacked  the 
boys,  Allen  and  Edwin  respectively,  who  then  conveyed  it  to 
their  relatives.  In  neither  case  had  the  parents  called  in  a 
doctor,  evidently  considering  the  boys  were  suffering  from 
nothing  more  serious  .than  chicken-pox.  Strange  to  say,  both 
boys  attend  the  same  school,  are  in  the  same  class,  and  were 
unvaccinated,  and  although  I  have  carefully  inspected  the 
school  registers  and  made  enquiries  as  to  other  absentees  about 
the  period  they  were  away  from  school,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
trace  any  other  cases,  nor  can  I  find  out  how  these  boys  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease. 

During  the  evening  of  Thursday,  December  28th,  1905,  I 
was  asked  by  Dr.  McCarthy  to  visit,  with  him,  34,  Springbank 
Street,  where  he  was  attending  a  girl  Mary  V.  (5J),  whom  he 
considered  was  suffering  from  smallpox.  After  careful  examina¬ 
tion  I  fully  confirmed  his  opinion,  and  had  the  girl  removed 
the  same  evening  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital. 
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The  infected  bedding  was  removed  and  destroyed,  the 
house  was  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  all  the  inmates  were  re¬ 
vaccinated,  and  have  been  kept  under  observation  until  the 
present  time  without  the  appearance  of  any  fresh  case  ot  small¬ 
pox.  She  was  discharged  from  the  Hospital  on  January  13th, 
1906. 


Enquiries  in  this  case  revealed  the  fact  that  this  girl  came 
with  her  parents  and  little  brothers  (one  a  baby),  on  Saturday, 
December  23rd,  from  Ellesmere  Port,  to  spend  Christmas  with 
relatives  in  Stalybridge,  and  she  had  evidently  contracted  the 
disease  before  coming  here. 

Referring  now  to  our  general  mode  of  dealing  with  out¬ 
breaks  of  smallpox,  I  may  say  that  we  proceed  as  follows  : — 

1.  Prompt  removal  of  patient. 

2.  Vaccination  or  Re-vaccination  of  contacts,  who  are 

quarantined  and  kept  under  close  observation  for 
fourteen  days. 

3.  Removal  and  destruction  of  infected  bedding  and  of 

such  articles  as  cannot  be  satisfactorily  dis¬ 
infected. 

Here  I  should  like  to  call  especial  attention  to  our  urgent 
need  of  a  disinfector,  which  would  save  the  cost  of  replacing 
bedding  and  other  articles,  which  must,  under  present  con¬ 
ditions,  be  destroyed,  and  it  was  with  extreme  regret  that  I 
learned  that  the  Local  Government  Board  had  recently  struck 
out  of  our  application  for  borrowing  powers  for  the  provision  of 
well-equipped  disinfector  buildings,  along  with  the  erection  of 
the  destructor,  the  whole  of  the  items  connected  with  the  dis¬ 
infector  buildings. 

4.  Notification  of  each  outbreak  to  the  Vaccination 

Officer. 

5.  Notification  of  each  case  to  the  County  Medical 

Officer  of  Health. 

6.  Re-vaccination  of  any  person  desiring  the  same  by 

any  medical  man  in  the  town  at  the  expense  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority. 
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It  is  to  the  immediate  and  thorough  carrying  out  of  each 
and  all  of  these  proceedings  that  I  attribute  our  freedom  from 
further  spread  of  the  disease. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Jan.  18th,  1506. 


WILLIAM  J.  HANCOCK. 


Typhoid  Fever  occasioned  4  deaths  out  of  16  cases  which 
were  notified. 

As  time  goes  on  and  progress  is  made  in  rendering  the 
town  more  sanitary,  I  trust  we  shall  see  less  and  less  of  this 
insidious  disease,  which,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  is 
certainly  not  distributed  by  our  water  supply,  which  is  of  the 
purest,  but  is,  I  believe,  most  frequently  conveyed  by  the  air  or 
by  flies  from  foul  privy  ashpits  which  exist  throughout  the 
town,  but  which  are  gradually  being  replaced  by  water  closets 
with  receptacles  for  garbage  and  ashes  which  are  frequently 
and  regularly  emptied. 

It  may  be  convenient  to  refer  here  to  the  sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  which  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  White,  the  Borough  Surveyor. 


SITUATION  OF  PROPERTY. 

PRIVIES  CONVERTED  INTO. 

Heap  Street  and  Hall  Street . 

5 

Town’s 

Water 

Closets. 

Glent  House.  Wakefield  Road  . 

2 

do. 

do. 

do. 

78-98,  Wakefield  Road . 

13 

do. 

do. 

do. 

69-71  Market  Street  . 

2 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3ia-49,  Ridge  Hill  Lanes . 

IO 

Waste 

do. 

do. 

7-15,  Ridge  Hill  Lanes . 

13-15,  Market  Street  and  Steam 

6 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Engine  Tavern  . 

3 

Town’s 

do. 

do. 

1- 19,  Merton  Street  . 

2- 14,  Tamworth  Street  and  2-8, 

6 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Copley  Street . 

6 

do. 

do. 

do. 

10-30,  Copley  Street . 

6 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 -3 1,  Copley  Street  . 

12 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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SITUATION  OF  PROPERTY.  PRIVIES  CONVERTED  INTO. 


Wood’s  Yard,  Vaudrey  Street  . 

48-52,  Warrington  Street  . 

Chapel  Street . 

52-68  Knowl  Street  . . 

Chapel  Street  Mills  . 

8-10,  Vaudrey  Street  . 

12-16,  Vaudrey  Street  . 

Castle  Street  Mills  . 

30-34,  Kay  Street,  81-89,  Brierley 

Street  . 

Hilton’s  Yard,  Kay  Street  . 

41-47,  Mottram  Road  . 

8-14,  Acres  Lane  . 

51-57,  Kinder  Street  . 

17  Knowl  Street . 

99-105,  Bayley  Street  . 

2-22,  Victoria  Street . 

70-72,  Ridge  Hill  Lanes  and  “Fox 

Tavern”  . . . . . 

Victoria  Brass  Works,  Bayley 

Street  . ; 

Seel’s  Yard,  Canal  Street . . 

Swanwick  Terrace,  Stamford  Street 

Old  Hunter’s  Inn,  Acres  Lane  . 

Total . 


2 

Town’s 

Water  Closets, 

3 

Waste 

do. 

do. 

1 

Town’s 

do. 

do. 

8 

Waste 

do. 

do. 

38  Town’s 

do. 

do. 

2 

Waste 

do. 

do. 

2 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2 

Town’s 

do. 

do. 

8 

Waste 

do. 

do. 

1 

Town’s 

do. 

do. 

4 

Waste 

do. 

do. 

4 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2 

Town’s 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

do. 

do. 

4 

Waste 

do. 

do. 

10 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3 

Town’s 

do. 

do. 

4 

do. 

do. 

do. 

4 

W  aste 

do. 

do. 

1  Town’s 
178  in  all. 

do. 

do. 

Diseases  of  the  Langs. 

These  occasion  a  good  number  of  deaths  in  our  borough, 
and  especially  is  this  the  case  with  bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

Phthisis,  from  which  there  were  27  deaths,  equivalent  to 
0-95  per  1,000,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  an  excessively  common 
disease  in  our  district.  Much  more  serious  are  the  deaths  from 
other  diseases  of  the  lungs,  which  are  four  times  as  numerous 
as  the  deaths  from  phthisis.  Still  all  of  us  must  admit  that 
whenever  phthisis  has  fairly  set  in,  it  is  one  of  the  most  serious 
ot  diseases,  and  a  disease  which  should  be  regarded  as  dis¬ 
tinctly  infectious,  and  it  was  with  the  object  of  preventing  its 
being  conveyed  from  one  to  another  that  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee  caused  a  handbill  dealing  with  the  disposal  of  the 
sputum,  and  advising  the  disinfection  of  apartments  which  had 
been  occupied  by  consumptives,  to  be  distributed  throughout 
the  borough,  as  well  as  issuing  copies  on  cardboard  to  be  put  up 
in  the  mills  and  workshops. 
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Cancer . 

Another  disease  which  has  of  late  years  been  increasingly 
prevalent  in  the  borough,  and  which  is  now  even  more  serious 
than  phthisis,  having  occasioned  no  less  than  23  deaths  during 
the  year,  is  cancer,  of  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  say  more  in 
my  next  annual  report. 

The  Mtdwtves  Act ,  1902. 

Since  April  1st,  1905,  no  woman  is  entitled  to  use  the 
name  or  description  of  “midwife”  unless  she  has  obtained  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

In  Stalybridge  we  had  during  the  year  23  who  had  obtained 
such  certificate.  Three  of  these  were  fully  trained,  three  were 
partially  trained,  while  the  others  had  acquired  their  skill  by 
years  of  practice. 

A  few  of  them  are  far  from  being  as  intelligent  and  capable 
as  I  desire  to  see  them,  but  I  am  pleased  to  own  that  as  a  class 
they  are  of  the  better  type  of  ordinary  midwife  such  as  we  have 
been  acquainted  with  for  long,  and  I  fully  admit  that  they  are 
rendering  useful  service  to  the  poor  of  the  town. 

One  I  found  was  directly  engaged  in  the  undertaking 
business,  another  was  agent  fora  firm  of  undertakers,  while  a  few 
others  were  in  the  habit  of  going  about  “laying  out  the  dead.” 
I  cautioned  them,  and  they  all  promised  to  discontinue  the 
practice,  the  one  directly  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business 
promising  to  employ  some  one  to  attend  to  that  branch  of  the 
trade. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  56  Factories,  all  of  which  are 
well  ventilated,  and,  with  two  exceptions,  are  now  efficiently 
provided  with  means  of  escape  from  fire.  Several  of  them  have 
during  the  year  added  to  their  sanitary  conveniences  and  put 
them  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  but  there  are  still  a  few  of  the 
older  factories  where  the  sanitarv  conveniences  are  in  a  very 
unsatisfactory  state,  and  these  will  shortly  be  dealt  with. 

As  regards  the  Workshops,  of  which  there  are  at  present 
152  on  the  register,  several  of  these  have  received  the  attention 
of  the  Sanitarv  Inspector  for  such  matters  as  want  of  ventila¬ 
tion,  want  of  lime-washing  and  general  cleanliness,  omission  to 
affix  Abstract,  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  and  other 
minor  defects. 
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The  majority  of  the  Bakehouses  are  kept  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  condition,  and  none  of  them  are  underground.  The 
immediate  vicinity  of  a  few  of  the  Bakehouses  is  far  from  satis¬ 
factory,  but  I  intend  to  try  to  remedy  this  condition  during  the 
coming  year.  Notice  has  been  served  upon  the  owners  in  one 
instance  where  a  most  insanitary  state  of  things  was  found  in 
and  around  the  bakehouse. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — These  are  frequently  in¬ 
spected,  and  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  fairly  sanitary  condition. 
Lists  of  the  inmates  are  supplied  to  me  weekly  by  the  keepers. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — These  Acts  are  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Watch  Committee,  and  I  must  refer  you  to 
the  Chief  Constable’s  Report  for  any  particulars  regarding  the 
same. 

Systematic  Inspections  have  been  made  of  various  parts  of 
the  borough,  and  many  nuisances  have  thus  been  discovered 
and  caused  to  be  remedied. 

Work  Done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  s  Department . 

Summary  of  general  nuisances  which  have  received 


attention  during  the  year  1905 

Wet  and  Insanitary  Ashpits  .  61 

Ashpits  and  Closets  Delapidated  .  6 

Drains  Blocked .  33 

Closets  Blocked .  20 

Defective  Drains  .  20 

Defective  Ashtubs .  2 

Defective  Closets  and  Water  Closets  .  8 

Insufficient  Closet  and  Ashtub  Accommoda¬ 
tion  . 5 

Leaky  Closet  Pails  .  1 

Stagnant  Water  in  Cellars .  8 

Accumulation  of  Manure  and  other  refuse  ...  7 

Keeping  of  Animals,  Fowls  and  Pigeons .  8 

Defective  Paving  in  Yard  .  1 

Defective  Downspout  .  1 

Houses  in  Damp  Condition .  3 

Dirty  Privies  .  28 

Full  Ashpits  .  291 


Total 


503 
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Number  of  smoke  observations .  go 

Number  of  notices  served  .  16 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected  .  21 

Number  of  notices  served  .  2 

Number  of  houses  fumigated .  106 

Number  of  infectious  disease  inquiries  .  132 

I  beg  to  give  a  return  of  the  number  of  ashpits  emptied 
and  loads  removed  during  1905,  viz.  : — 


1905.  ASHBINS.  ASHPITS.  LOADS. 

January  .  2781  ...  515  ...  731* 

February .  2259  ...  442  ...  588 

March .  2289  ...  415  ...  575 

April  .  2231  ...  448  ...  558 

May .  2939  ...  527  ...  759 

June  .  2174  ...  405  ...  555 

July .  1608  ...  392  ...  455 

August  .  3248  ...  670  ...  784 

September .  2130  ...  395  ..,  481+ 

October  .  21-94  ...  428  ..:  506 

November  .  3165  ...  605  ...  718 

December  .  2345  ...  393  ...  525 


29663  5635  7236 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  19  Slaughter-houses  within 
the  Borough,  seven  of  which  have  been  licensed  since  the 
“  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890”  came  into  force,  and 
these  have  the  licenses  renewed  annually.  The  other  twelve 
are  licensed  as  required  by  the  “Public  Health  Act,  1875.” 

The  whole  of  the  premises  have  been  inspected  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year,  and  recently  copies  of  the  Bye-laws 
have  been  distributed,  and  the  occupiers  called  upon  to  affix 
the  same  in  the  slaughter-house. 

Several  of  these  premises  are  not  of  an  entirely  satisfactory 
character,  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  they  are  kept  in  as  clean  and 
sanitary  a  state  as  circumstances  at  present  permit. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  one  offensive  trade,  as  scheduled 
under  “The  Public  Health  Act,  1875,”  existing  within  the 
Borough  is  that  of  tripe  boiling. 
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Much  has  been  done  during  recent  years  in  localising  this 
trade  to  a  suitable  and  central  site  in  the  town,  which  permits 
of  ready  inspection,  and  where  special  intercepting  grease- 
traps  have  been  constructed  between  the  drains  from  the 
premises  and  the  public  sewer. 

The  trade,  generally  speaking,  is  carried  on  with  a 
minimum  of  nuisance,  and  the  premises  are  kept  clean,  well 
ventilated,  well  lighted,  and  frequently  whitewashed. 

Milkshops. — -The  Milkshops  within  the  Borough  number  41. 
These  have  been  registered  during  the  year  and  consist  chiefly 
of  small  shops  where  grocery  and  general  goods  are  retailed. 

The  quantities  of  milk  sold  by  these  retailers  are  from  one 
quart  to  eight  or  nine  quarts  per  day.  In  fact  some  of  the 
shop-keepers  only  keep  a  small  supply  to  provide  their  general 
customers  as  a  matter  of  convenience. 

The  milk-vessels  are,  as  a  general  rule,  placed  on  the 
counter  or  in  other  convenient  places  in  the  shop  and  are  found 
to  be  kept  in  a  clean  state. 


Report  upon  Canal  Boats. 

Sanitary  Office, 

Town  Hale, 

Stalybridge,  January  4TH,  1906 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  upon  Canal  Boats  for  the 
past  year,  I  beg  to  state  that  twenty-one  boats  have  been 
inspected. 

Eighteen  of  these  were  used  and  registered  for  sleeping 
accommodation  ;  the  other  three  were  registered,  but  were  used 
only  as  “change”  boats. 

These  boats  were  occupied  by  36  males.  No  females  or 
children  were  in  residence  on  any  of  the  boats.  All  the  boat¬ 
men  appeared  to  be  in  good  health  and  free  from  infectious 
disease. 
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Generally  speaking  the  boats  were  found  to  be  kept  in  good 
condition  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  “change”  boats,  only 
two  infringments  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  have  been  found, 
namely,  one  for  absence  of  certificate  and  one  for  want  of 
painting. 


I  am, 


Yours  obediently, 


W.  J.  BRADBURY, 
Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS, 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  30TH,  1905. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Small  Pox .  0 

Measles .  9 

Scarlet  Fever .  •  •  .  2 

Whooping  Cough  .  11 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup .  6 

Enteric  Fever . 4 

Epidemic  Influenza .  0 

Cholera .  0 

Plague .  0 

Diarrhoea  . .  .  % .  5 

Enteritis  .  16 

Puerperal  Fever .  2 

Erysipelas .  0 

Other  Septic  Diseases .  1 

Phthisis .  27 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  .  9 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  .  23 

Bronchitis .  62 

Pneumonia .  43 

Pleurisy .  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs .  5 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver .  5 

Premature  Birth .  i3 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition  . .  . .  •  •  3 

Heart  Diseases .  44 

Accidents .  6 

Suicides  .  3 

All  other  causes . 189 

489 

Ages  at  which  Death  occurred. 

Under  1  year  of  age . 126 

Between  1  and  5  years  of  age .  ■  •  .  64 

,,  5  and  15  ,,  10 

,,  15  and  25  ,,  13 

,,  25  and  65  ,,  175 

,,  65  and  upwards .  •  •  101 


489 

Deaths. 

Male . 244 

Female . 245 

489 
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Births. 


Male .  362 

Female  . .  •  •  .  350 


712 


Estimated  Population,  28,636. 


Annual  Death  Rate  for  every  thousand  persons  living  for  the  year  1905  . . 

1904  .. 


Corresponding  time  for  1903 


1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 


17  0 
18'6 
17  8 

20  4 

21  3 

22  4 
22  3 
24  8 


Deaths  in  Different  Wards. 


Lancashire  Ward  .  86 

Stayley  Ward . 157 

Dukinfield  Ward  .  153 

Millbrook  Ward .  41 

Public  Institutions .  52 


Total 


489 
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TABLE  I. 

NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDGE. 


Year 

1 

Populati’n 

estimated 

Births 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Total 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions 

Middle 
of  each 
Year 

Number 

Rate* 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 
per  iooo 
Births 
registe’d 

Number 

Rate* 

1895 

27722 

761 

27.4 

1S8 

244 

665 

23.9 

43 

1 89G 

28044 

837 

29.8 

141 

108 

572 

20.3 

57 

1897 

28295 

812 

28.6 

150 

184 

606 

21.4 

45 

1898 

28429 

771 

27.1 

185 

239 

707 

24-8 

70 

1899 

28575 

743 

20.0 

179 

240 

038 

22.3 

41 

1900 

28680 

094 

24.1 

176 

253 

645 

22.4 

06 

1901 

27754 

678 

24.4 

150 

221 

593 

21.3 

60 

1902 

27938 

096 

24.9 

123 

176 

570 

20.4 

58 

1903 

23222 

730 

25.8 

|  139 

190 

504 

178 

5S 

1904 

28415 

675 

23.7 

142 

| 

210 

529 

18.0 

47 

Averag’s 
for  years 
1895-1901 

28207 

739 

26.1 

157 

212 

002 

21.3 

55 

1905 

28636 

712 

24.86 

!  120 

177 

489 

17.0 

f50 

*Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


At  Census 
of  1901. 


To'.al  population  at  all  ages .  27,674 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  6  288 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  .  4.4 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 

water  . .  3,137 


t  Deaths  in  this  column  are  all  apportioned  to  the  Districts  in  which 
they  lived  before  removal. 
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